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ACE
Center for Lifelong Learning

PROGRAM EVALUATIONS
Military Programs

Corporate Programs



Program Activities

Evaluate formal courses and 
occupational specialties

Publish course and occupation 
descriptions and academic credit 
recommendations

Transcript and registry services



Commission on 
Lifelong Learning



ACE
Center for Lifelong Learning

Guiding Philosophy

“WHAT an individual learns is more important than 

WHEN, WHERE, and HOW the individual learned it.”



Course Evaluations

• Formal military instruction and military 
occupations specialties  courses approved 
by a central authority

• Correspondence courses with proctored 
end-of course exams



Occupation Evaluations
• Army

Enlisted and Warrant Officer MOSs

• Navy
General rates and ratings, limited duty and warrant officer
specialties, selected Naval Enlisted Codes (NECs)

• Coast Guard
General rates and ratings, warrant officer specialties, 
selected aviation billets (pilots)

• Marine Corps
Selected enlisted aviation MOSs



What We Do Not Evaluate……

• Air Force courses transcripted by CCAF

• Military schools with degree-granting status

• Courses outsourced to colleges and universities

• Coast Guard Qualification Codes



Course and Occupation 
Reviews

??????



How are reviews 
conducted?



Evaluation Process
1. Team of subject-matter specialists (academic faculty)

4-Year 
College

32%

University
37%

Practitioner 
or Other

3%
Community 

College
28%

Faculty Reviewers by Type of
Institution



Evaluation Process
2. Subject-matter specialists and ACE representative travel to 

military base

3. Review written material or conduct interviews (occupations)

4.    Write descriptions focusing on 3 main areas:

a. learning outcomes

b. assessment measures

c.  translating the outcomes into collegiate learning



What Makes a Course 
College Level ?

Content and Rigor
MUST BE 

at the Postsecondary 
Level!



Vocational Certificate Level

• This type of  coursework is normally found in 
year-long certificate programs that are 
designed to provide students with 
occupational skills.

• Course content is specialized, and the 
accompanying shop training emphasizes 
procedural rather than analytical skills. 



Lower Division Baccalaureate/ 
Associate Degree Category

• Course emphasis is on learning basic 
principles that have broad judgmental 
applications. 

• Coursework typically found in programs 
leading to the Associate Degree and/or the 
first two years in a baccalaureate institution. 



Upper Division Baccalaureate

• Course content usually involves 
specialization of a theoretical or analytical
nature beyond the introductory level.

• Course content is usually found in the last two 
years of a baccalaureate program. 



Graduate Degree Level

The Course and its Content Involves: 
• Critical Analysis 
• Scholarly and Professional Application of 

Specialized Knowledge within a Discipline
• Oriented towards Independent Study
• Typically involves Original Research 



No Credit Recommended

• Material presented in the course is not 
comparable to courses offered by colleges 
and universities

• Material offered is inadequate for a 
judgment to be made



No Credit Recommended

• Adequate evaluation/assessment is 
lacking

• Too limited in scope or too narrowly 
focused to be comparable to those in 
college programs 



Review Process

??????



Guide Online
www.militaryguides.acenet.edu

Daily 
Updates 1954-1989



Transfer Decision Resources
Transcripts

AARTS
SMART

Service Records
DD214
DD295
VMET

completion certificates



DD214
Two Areas of

Importance

Navy Rating

Courses



DD295
No longer necessary!

SMART  - https://smart.cnet.navy.mil

AARTS   - https://aartstranscript.army.mil

Coast Guard  - http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cgi/

Community College of the Air Force 
http://www.au.af.mil/au/ccaf/active_transc.htm

https://smart.cnet.navy.mil/
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cgi/
http://www.au.af.mil/au/ccaf/active_transc.htm


Army/ACE Registry
Transcript System

AARTS

Available to:       

Regular Army 

Army National Guard

Reserves

Veterans



Sailor/Marine/ACE
Registry Transcript

SMART

Available to:

Active duty Sailors     
and Marines

Enlisted and Officers

Reserve Component

Veterans



Web  Delivery
FEATURES

Secure, password protected
Transcript lists updated daily
Confidential
View/delete option
Downloadable printed copies
Archive option



Websites and Contact 
Information

AARTS Operations
415 McPherson Avenue

Ft. Leavenworth, KS 
66027-1373

Toll-free: 866-297-4427
https://aartstranscript.army.mil

SMART Operations
NETPDTC, N2

6490 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32509

Toll-free:  877-253-7122
https://smart.cnet.navy.mil



TRANSCRIPTSTRANSCRIPTS



How to Contact Us...
American Council On Education

Military Programs

One Dupont Circle, Suite 250

Washington, DC  20036

202-939-9470

Mileval@ace.nche.edu

**************************

Cynthia Bruce, Courses and Occupations 

Diana Gross, Transcripts, Academic Outreach 
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